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FINDING AND RECOMMENDATION(S) 

 
Finding:  The Multi-Jurisdictional Fuels Reduction and Wild Fire 
Prevention Strategy have established a ten-year plan to address fire issues in 
the Tahoe Basin.  It does not, however, establish clear priorities, largely due 
to funding concerns.  It is axiomatic that the easiest project to fund is one 
that faces the least bureaucratic and regulatory hurdles and is ready to go.   
 
Background:  The current permitting system makes prioritizing projects 
difficult at best.  The project design and approval process in the WUI needs 
to be redesigned to assist with the prioritization of projects and their prompt 
implementation.  This will require changes in TRPA and Lahontan 
regulations.  
 
Alternatives:  1.) The current system. 
                        2.)  Prioritization based upon available funding rather   
                              than performance standards. 
                        3.)  Prioritization of projects by ability to immediately       
                              proceed using revised regulations. 
                        4.)  Annual prioritization by the Multi-Agency Coordination 
                               (MAC) group.  
 
Impacts:         1.) Reduced project planning and permitting costs. 
                        2.)  No change in existing staffing. 
                        3.)  Requires modification of TRPA and Lahontan   
                              regulations, but regulations of implementing agencies   
                              such as CEQA and NEPA would still apply. 
 
RECOMMENDATION(S):  Prioritize projects in the 10-year plan by 
ability to immediately proceed without TRPA or Lahontan approval.  Revise 
TRPA and Lahontan regulations to provide that all community defensible 
space projects in the WUI which use the prescriptions and agreed upon by 
MAC are totally exempt from TRPA and Lahontan permitting.  The 
performance standard for the implementing agency will be whether the 
outcome is a completed defense zone around the urban core with the least 
possible impact on the environment.  Projects in the threat zone would have 
qualified exempt status, so long as the standard project protocols are 
followed. 
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